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Our Aims
To provide vital transport and mobility for youngsters with special needs, that is to say, those with physical, sensory or learning disabilities.

Guidelines

1. The applicant must be a school or organisation catering for young people with special needs.

2. A majority of the minibus users (excluding carers) must be under the age of 25 years with special needs.

3. The Lord's Taverners minibuses are based on the current Ford Transit model, with a diesel engine.  The average cost to the charity of an accessible minibus is £44,000.  

4. The minibuses are painted in The Lord's Taverners Meadow Green and are branded with our livery, which must remain on the vehicle at all times.

5. Normally, organisations may only apply for one minibus per location.  However, organisations may apply for a replacement when the vehicle is no longer in a roadworthy state.

6. We currently supply as standard the following vehicles:

Option A:

· 15 seat standard minibus - NOT converted to take wheelchairs

· 17 seat standard minibus - NOT converted to take wheelchairs

Option B:   
 
· 13 seat minibus with a semi-automatic under floor tail-lift 

  
 - will carry up to 4 wheelchairs
· 16 seat minibus with a semi-automatic under floor tail-lift 

 
 - will carry up to 5 wheelchairs

Please note: accessible minibuses will be supplied with a full complement of easy release seats.  For each wheelchair passenger, two seats will need to be removed.

Waiting List and self-help contributions
Standard Waiting List - Two Years

Applicants are required to make a self-help contribution of :

£10,000 (Option A) or £12,500 (Option B);

Fast Track Scheme - Approximately six months
Applicants are required to make a self-help contribution of :

£20,000 (Option A) or £25,000 (Option B).

Registration of Minibuses
Please note that our vehicles are registered as Disabled Passenger Class and are exempt from VAT and road fund licence.  When the vehicle is in use there must be a proporation of passengers with a disability travelling at all times.  If not, then you may be in breach of the legal requirements set by DVLA for this type of vehicle.  In addition your insurance may be invalidated.
Recipients of Lord's Taverners minibuses are not permitted to change the vehicle classification (shown on the log book) without prior notification and approval from The Lord's Taverners.
Conditions

1. The organisation must only use the minibus for the stated purposes.   If this is not the case, or in the event of winding up or bankruptcy within five years of taking possession of the vehicle, title of the minibus will automatically revert to The Lord's Taverners.
2. The Lord's Taverners reserves the right to visit organisations, without notice, in order to ensure the vehicle is being used for the purposes outlined above.
3.
Applicants must enclose a copy of the organisation’s most recent accounts with the completed application.
4.
If your organisation is not registered for VAT Exemption and therefore unable to complete such a form you will be liable for the VAT charges on the total cost of the minibus (Approx. £7,000) in addition to your self-help contribution.

5.  In order to gain maximum publicity, the successful applicant is required to be involved in a formal presentation of the minibus at a Lord’s Taverners regional event or at the applicant's premises.

6.  We would appreciate acknowledgement of our support to your organisation within   your general literature e.g. newsletter, web-site etc.
Application Process

Application forms are available from the Foundation Office or can be downloaded from our website www.lordstaverners.org under the Who Do We Help section.  When the completed application form is received a regional representative will assess your project.  The Minibus Committee’s recommendation is then essential before final consideration is given by the Foundation Committee.
