March 2009
Dear Member,
I hope you have wintered well and are now enjoying the commentaries of BJMT Trustee Christopher Martin-Jenkins and the Test Match Special team from the West Indies.  I know you would all wish to join with me in congratulating CMJ, the undisputed ‘voice of cricket’ on his richly deserved MBE in the New Year’s Honours List.
Congratulations are also due to three times Johnners Scholar, Adil Rashid, on being our first ever Scholar to have broken into the full England team squad, and by the time this letter reaches you he may already have won his first cap.  It is surely only a matter of time before he does.  Adil, at the age of 21, was the second leading wicket taker in first class cricket last season and was awarded the prestigious NBC Denis Compton Award for the most promising young first class cricketer at the Johnners Dinner at Lord’s last October.
 The dinner itself was, as always, a thoroughly entertaining occasion, and those who were lucky enough to attend enjoyed a rare double treat from our two speakers, Lord Brooke of Sutton Mandeville and the irrepressible Barry Cryer.   A full report of the dinner will appear in the forthcoming edition of the Long Room.
The Johnners Club membership is not sufficiently London based to enable us to fill the Long Room at Lord’s on our own and, as a result, we open up the invitation to the Lord’s Taverners membership after having given our members the first opportunity to book places.  This has led to one or two of our members to suggesting that it would be nice to have an occasional event specifically for Johnners Club members and their guests.  We have therefore decided to ‘test the water’ with a drinks party at 10 Buckingham Place on the evening of Wednesday 24 June, which would have been the great man’s 97th birthday.  I enclose a flyer/reply form and hope that as many of you as possible will be attracted to the idea so that it might become an annual event although I must stress that tickets are limited and will be sent out on a first-come-first-served basis . We do not propose to make any charge for this event this year, although that is not to say we won’t think of coming up with some ideas to lighten your wallets a little on the night!
Test Match Tickets

I am delighted to say that all those who applied for a ticket for the Ashes Test at Lord’s this summer have been successful.   Due to the anticipated demand, the MCC ticket office has had to put a restriction on the number of tickets available to our members but we are extremely grateful to them for continuing to accommodate us and I would ask those of you who have purchased tickets through us to bear in mind that this is a special privilege granted to our membership.  Some of you will have noticed that we have slightly increased our admin charge this year as a way of raising a few extra pounds for the charity which I am sure you will understand.  In fact, the administration has been considerably increased this year for a number of reasons, including the change in the other Lord’s Test Match from Sri Lanka to the West Indies.  My thanks to all of you for your patience over this and, a big thank you in particular to Rebecca in the office, for all her help in sorting it all out.
Awards Panel Meeting
Our annual meeting when we agree on our awards and scholarships has been fixed for 23 April and details will follow either in my next Newsletter or the subsequent edition of the Long Room, or both.  
Annual Dinner, 2009

By way of advance notice, the date for our dinner this year – again to be held in the Long Room at Lord’s – has been set for Thursday 29 October.  We are intending to

use the dinner as an opportunity to remember the late Bill Frindall of the TMS team 

who sadly died in January.   Please look out for the dinner flyer which will be circulated as usual towards the end of the summer.  We are always on the look out for a dinner sponsor, as well as offers of special auction items, and if any of you have any contacts or ideas please do not hesitate to give me a call at the office.  

With best wishes for a good cricketing summer

Yours sincerely

Richard Anstey
Trust Administrator
