Final Preview 

Monsoon ends in time for final

The weather gods seem to favour Birmingham’s corporate cricketers.

After Britain’s monsoon weather returned to provide seemingly endless days of rain in August, the weatherman predicted sunny weather for the September 1 date of the final of the Lord’s Taverners John Bright Trophy between KPMG and the Phoenix Group.

Newcomers Phoenix with an impressive all-round bowling performance in their July semi-final won a surprise six wicket victory against trophy holders Ernst & Young to reach the final of Birmingham’s main corporate cricket tournament.

The appearance of the life assurance consolidators in the final at the picturesque tree-lined Britannic Park cricket ground in Moseley has a neat symmetry. The venue was the old Britannic Assurance sports ground before the company moved to a new state-of-the art headquarters in Wythall. And various takeovers has seen Britannic become part of the Phoenix Group based at those impressive Wythall offices.

Can Phoenix halt the recent domination of the tournament by accountants? KPMG are twice winners of the trophy since it was inaugurated in 2004 and are well aware of the importance of field settings on an interesting ground with a slope far superior to the seven-foot gradient found at Lord’s, the home of cricket.

KPMG skipper Simon Griffiths, who has the interesting job title of “global senior corporate communications manager”,  is all too familiar with the final venue. He lives around the corner from Britannic and is leading his side for the fourth time in a trophy final after a nerve-wracking semi final victory against solicitors Challinors with two balls to spare.

Sponsored by fund managers Williams de Broe, the tournament this year has seen fifteen sides playing 33 fixtures. Oddly two tournament newcomers based in Worcester, the Mainstay Group and Sanctuary Housing, seemed to find it easier to reach the Moseley venue than sides based in the city centre battling against the city’s ever-worsening rush-hour.

Will the long overdue Birmingham extension of the Midland Metro ever happen to ease the city’s traffic problems?

Appropriately former England opener Dennis Amiss, one of Warwickshire CCC’s  greatest cricket figures, is returning to Britannic Park to present the trophy at host club Moseley Ashfield CC’s second ground  where he opened the new pavilion in 2004.


Week 14

Dogs and novices

The cricketing battle between the two Worcester newcomers in the Lord’s Taverners John Bright Trophy has been won by the Mainstay Group.
The property management specialists beat Sanctuary Housing, the affordable housing providers, by seven wickets when the two sides met at Britannic Park, Moseley, last week. The fixture completed the trophy’s 32-match programme of group matches and semi-finals in Birmingham’s main corporate  cricket tournament before the September 1 final between KPMG and Phoenix Group.

Originally rained off, the game saw Sanctuary restricted to 136/6  by Mainstay’s best bowling performance of the season. Don Barclay (36 rtd) and Neil Hirons (32) ensured a respectable total while Chris Manton (3-14) and Shaun Price (1-14) were the main wicket takers.

Mainstay’s usual batting suspects Bill Spray (37 rtd) and Whaid Hussain (35 rtd) were again in the runs to give their side a comfortable win and a commendable final mid-table position in the tournament’s main group.

The match also saw Mainstay’s  “crowd pleaser” Dan Faizey celebrating his birthday by bowling a large number of legitimate deliveries to rule himself out of the running as the trophy’s Most Unpredictable Bowler. 

Last year’s most bizarre trophy incident saw a packet of cigarettes stop play after they fell out of a batsmen’s pocket onto the pitch while he was running between the wickets.
This year it was Dog Stopped Play in the July 21 semi-final encounter between KPMG and Challinors when a  border collie, oddly named Bogdog, managed to slip his collar and invade the square.
The fact his owner Chris Lloyd-Smith (aka Barrel) was keeping wicket for Challinors explained the intrusion but not the length of time the gifted all-rounder took to capture the hound.

The tournament’s 2010 Novice Cricketer Award  goes to Sanctuary Housing’s Paul Kelly. Ambidextrous, he decided to against batting left-handed in his debut cricketing summer despite two earlier failures batting right-handed.

The result was an impressively-struck 35 retired he later followed up with bowling figures of 1-19 in his two eight-ball overs when Sanctuary Housing narrowly lost their July 6 encounter with No5 Chambers, who wentbo0n to the semi-finals.
Week 14 result
Wed July 28 - Sanctuary Housing 137-6 in 16 overs (D Barclay 36 rtd, N Hirons 32, C Manton 3-14, S Price 1-13) Mainstay Group  139-3 in 13.6 overs (B Spray 37 rtd, W Hussain 35 rtd, P Johns 22, A Baines 1-14   J Hobbs 1-12), Mainstay won by 7 wkts.

 
Week 13


Drama but no storm

High drama in the Lord’s Taverners John Bright Trophy.

Holders Ernst & Young have been knocked out by newcomers Phoenix Group while fellow accountants KPMG just  won a tense semi-final encounter with solicitors Challinors.

To misquote Bob Dylan, don’t ask the weatherman which way the wind blows. On Tuesday July 20, the first semi-final in Birmingham’s main corporate cricket tournament was reduced to 14 overs due to a heavy rain/thunderstorms forecast that never arrived at Britannic Park, Moseley.

Handicapped by match day dropouts, E & Y were restricted to 125 for five by an impressive all-round bowling display. Skipper Simon Bird’s domineering 35 retired and James Raine’s invaluable 29 provided key innings but nobody mastered accurate seamer Mike Hoyes (1-9) and pacy Qasim Akbar (1-11).

Openers Chris Acaster (31) and Akbar (25) then provided the platform for a Phoenix victory with 13 balls to spare. But the virtuoso performance came from Bird following  his fine innings with a remarkable 1-3 analysis in his two eight-ball overs delivered at full pace despite a knee injury.

On a sunny evening, the second semi-final saw the strong Challinors  batting line up  restricted to a 140 total. Skipper and opener Andrew Thomson scoring an invaluable 31 and Mark Scotney a skillfully struck 26 while KPMG captain Simon Griffiths (3-8) took three wickets in four balls in a fine spell of seam bowling.

Victory then seemed a formality thanks to Chris Weaver (40 retired) and Craig Hughes (36 rtd) and some vital dropped catches. But spinner Richard Lowe (3-4) engineered an astonishing collapse that left KMPG needing five in the final over.

Incredibly James Major’s accurate bowling saw a wicket fall and just one run scored in his first five balls.  Then with three balls left, all-rounder Ben Tarry concluded his matchwinning innings with a superbly-struck lofted drive six into the huge oak tree beyond the extra-cover boundary.

KMPG, twice trophy winners, now meet Phoenix Group in the trophy final on Wednesday September 1.

Week 13 results

Semi-finals

Tues July 20 – Ernst & Young 125/5 in 16 overs (S Bird 35 rtd, J Raine 29, M Hoyes 1-9, Q Akbar 1-11, J Jacobs 1-16, C Watkins 1-22) Phoenix Group 128/4 in 12.3 overs (C Acaster 31, Q Akbar 25, R Bryn-Hussey 14*, S Bird 1-3, A Qureshi 1-12, S Chaudhry 1-18). Phoenix Group won by 6 wkts

Wed July 21 – Challinors 140 in 15.4 overs (A Thomson 31, M Scotney 26, S Griffiths 3-8, C Hughes 2-15, H Haridas 1-14, M Trivedi 1-15) KPMG 141/6 in 15.6 overs (C Weaver 40 rtd. C Hughes 36 rtd, B Tarry 32*, R Lowe 3-4, C Lloyd-Smith 1-14, J Major 1-15).  KPMG won by 4 wkts

Week 12 

Joint favourites near final

Can anyone stop accountants winning the Lord Taverner’s John Bright Trophy, Birmingham’s main corporate cricket tournament?

In the semi-finals, trophy holders Ernst & Young play unbeaten tournament newcomers Phoenix Group, the life assurance consolidators, while fellow accountants KMPG, twice trophy winners, play solicitors Challinors.

Last week Challinors, despite fielding nine men, won a semi-final place with a nail-biting one run win against No5 Chambers in the battle of the lawyers after scoring 157/7 with skipper Andrew Thomson leading the way with 43 not out.

In reply, Matt Hann with a superbly struck 35 not out and James Parks with an elegant 30 put victory in reach. But in a hectic final over, Andy Lee, who earlier scored 35 retired, took two wickets with his first two balls and with three needed No5 Chambers could only scramble a leg bye off the game’s final ball.

Full marks go to No5 head of chambers Paul Bleasdale QC for cheerfully playing with a suspected broken finger and taking a superb mid-wicket catch.

In a week when rain returned, the encounter between the two Worcester-based trophy newcomers, the Mainstay Group and Sanctuary Housing, and the Ernst & Young v KMPG group match weren’t played. But DTZ at Britannic Park, Moseley, won a rare victory beating Cobbetts in a good-humoured encounter in the trophy’s “social group”..

The game’s key phase came when DTZ’s William Clarke with a series of well-struck legside blows hit 27 in his side’s final batting over. In reply Ranjit Bajway (37 not out) and Alan Meiklejohn (27) batted well but the 168 win target proved out of reach.

The match also saw Adam Forster playing for Cobbetts make an awesome bid to win the tournament’s Most Unpredictable Bowler title. His wayward deliveries included a ballooning ball caught by short mid-wicket. But he still took 3-34 and impressed as one of the trophy’s quickest moving fielders. Well done Adam.

Week 12 results

Monday July 12 - Challinors  157/7 in 16 overs (A Thomson 43*, A Lee 35 rtd, R Lowe 32, M Hann 2-16,  A Hafeez 1-11) No5 Chambers 156/9in 16 overs (M Hann 35*, J Parks 30, D Astill 27, A Lee 2-14, R Lowe 2-22, M Kenkre 1-2) Challinors won by one run

Tues July 13 – Sanctuary  Housing v Mainstay Group postponed

Wed July 14 -  KPMG v Ernst & Young cancelled.

Thurs July 15 – DTZ 167/6 in 16 overs (W Clarke 39 rtd, J Robinson 25. M Homer 25, A Townson 24, A Meiklejohn 2-10, A Forster 3-34) Cobbetts 134/8 in 16 overs (R Bajway 37*, A Meiklejohn 21, M Homer 3-10, S Kirby 1-11, T Reed 1-15) DTZ won by 33 runs.

Week 11

A Yank at Britannic – Part II

Cricket sledging entered new territory in the Lord’s Taverners John Bright Trophy

last week when an Ernst & Young bowler was urged “Give them the heater” by American teammate Larry Pociask.  

Translated this meant give the batsman a fast ball. Other linguistic breakthroughs 

at Britannic Park, Moseley, in Birmingham from Pociask included the cry of “Good pitch” and instructing a fellow batsman: “Keep doing that, baby!!!”.

Since his May trophy debut, novice cricketer Pociask, over here as a senior manager for the accountants, looked transformed by some coaching advice scoring 11 with some textbook off drives before falling to a fine Neil Smith catch at long-on.

High drama saw the trophy holders in trouble deep against the bowling of David Price (2-11), Neil Gosling (1-5) and spinner Paul Cliff, who took 3-10 in his first eight ball over.

But then in a devastating display of legside hitting , Muhammad “Boom Boom” Khan hit Cliff in his second over for 29 with four sixes to retire on 35 leaving James Raine with a neatly struck undefeated 25 guiding E & Y to victory.

The week also saw an exciting No5 Chambers exciting last over win v Sanctuary Housing. Rescued by late order batsman Paul Kelly (35 rtd) and Will Chambers (21), the Worcester side totalled a respectable 130 for 8.

Michael Brunning (35 rtd) and Neil Chawla (23) gave the barristers a good start but they fell well behind the clock before Abdul Hafeez (29 not out) steered his side to a win making victory certain with a trademark six over long-off..

Two evenings later, newcomers Phoenix Group reached the trophy semi-finals with a 20-run win v GVA Grimley after a rapid 83 Chris Acaster and Qasim Akbah.opening partnership. 

Week 11 results

Mon July 5 – Gateley Wareing 124/9 in 16 overs (N Gosling 21, P Cliff 21, N Coley 19, S Bird 2-13, J Raine 2-18, A Christoforou 1-11) Ernst &  Young 127.7 in 13.6 overs (M Khan 35 rtd, J Raine 25*. D Price 2-11, N Golsing 1-5, P Cliff 3-40).  Ernst & Young won  by 3 wkts

Tues July 6 - Sanctuary Housing 130/8 in 16 overs (P Kelly 35 rtd, W Chambers 21, J Parks 2-11, T Mahmood 2-11, A Hafeez 1-11) No5 Chambers 131/4 in 15.3 overs (M Brunning 35 rtd, , A Hussain 29*N Chawla 23, W Chambers 2-19). No5 Chambers won by six wickets.

Thurs July 8 –Phoenix Group 164/4 in 16 overs (Q Akbar 37 rtd, C Acaster 36 rtd,, T Webb 1-4, P Taylor 1-12, Gibson 1-13). GVA Grimley 144/5 in 16 oversd (P Taylor 35 rtd, N Cashmore 32, M Hoyes 1-9, H Ahmad 1-10). Phoenix Group won by 20 runs.

Week 10

Long hops and orange socks

Who says the Lord’s Taverners John Bright Trophy lacks cricketers of character? Addicts of the unusual will be pleased to know crowd pleaser Dan Faizey continued his reign at as the tournament’s most unpredictable cricketer last week.

After his previous trophy triumph against Gateley Wareing  (27* and 2-18), the Mainstay Group all-rounder removed Shakespeare Putsman opener Adam Percival for 25 with his first ball with a long hop that hit the leg-stump after turning into a leg-break on the second (or was it the third?) bounce.

There followed an over of exceptional variety decorated with full tosses, wides and no balls. Sadly the entertainment didn’t last as he was limited to a single over and later the batting gods deserted him as he was clean bowled for a duck.

Batting first on June 20 at Britannic Park, Moseley, Shakespeare took advantage of some generally wayward bowling to score 156 for 4 in16 overs with Hugh Miller (38 rtd), Ben McLeod (35 rtd) and Percival all striking the ball well. 

But in reply, the Worcestershire property management group’s batting was in a different league to their bowling and they cruised to a winning score of 160 for 3 with more than four eight-ball overs to spare.

Mainstay left-hander Charles Lucas, the group’s new business director, led the way with a neatly struck undefeated 36 that included an impressive six effortlessly lofted over-midwicket into the huge oak tree sighted near the pavilion.
Regional director Bill Spray was again in good batting form scoring 40 retired with three sixes while team captain Whaid Hussain  (29) was also in free-flowing form.

Full marks to Shakespeare’s Fazz Kola for a fashion breakthrough though – he played throughout the game with his cricket trousers tucked into a rather fetching pair of orange socks.

Earlier in the week.  Cobbetts were unable to get a side out and had to forfeit their game with fellow Birmingham law firm Mills & Reeve.

Week 10 results

Mon Jun 28 – Mills & Reeve v Cobbetts. Mills & Reeve forfeit win.

Wed June 30 - Shakespeare Putsman 156/4 in 16 overs (H Miller 35 rtd, B McLeod 35 rtd, A Percival 25, B Spray 2-4) Mainstay Group 160/3 in 11.6 overs (B Spray 40 rtd, C Lucas 36 rtd,  W Hussain 29, S Taylor 1-17) Mainstay won by 7 wkts

Week 9 

Sunshine and higher maths

In a succession of  beautiful sunny summer evenings, runs flowed in the Lord’s Taverners John Bright Trophy last week and KPMG with their third successive win reached the corporate tournament semi-finals..

Sadly  work calls meant Gateley Wareing were missing key players on June 24 and the handicap of covering the large playing area at  the picturesque Britannic Park ground in Moseley with nine rather than 11 players.

.

KPMG scored 206/4 with captain Simon Griffiths (35 retired) showing he can bat as well as bowl. In reply, the Birmingham solicitors ended with 115/6 only Mike Reuben (38 rtd) able to counter a strong bowling attack effectively.

On June 22, Challinors kept their semi-final hopes alive reaching an unassailable  217/8 against fellow Birmingham solicitors Shakespeare Putsman.

The previous day, Bigwood, who set the tournament record with a 229/2 total last summer, saw their semi-final hopes reduced to the realms of a possible higher maths calculation when their run of three wins ended with a loss against a competitive Wragge & Co side in their final group match.

They batted well enough reaching 165/7 in 16 overs thanks largely to some fine attacking strokeplay by Richard Norman (36 rtd) and Mike Comley (33).   But their normally accurate bowling attack was dismantled by Wragge & Co openers Rob Tattersall (24) and Nore Shahabuddin (19). 

Showing a tactical acumen worthy of a higher stage, the opening duo immediately seized the initiative by playing what suspiciously looked like tip and run when they weren’t hitting boundaries. And later batsmen Justin McConville (36 rtd) and Nazir Malak (27) took full advantage of the fine start guiding the Birmingham law firm to a five wicket win in their final trophy game.

Week 9 results

Mon June 21 –  Bigwood 165/7 in 16 overs (R Norman 36 rtd, M Comley 33, I Reed 28*, J McConville 1-15) Wragge & Co 166/5 in 14.4 overs (J McConville 36 rtd, R Tattersall 26, N Malik 27, G Evans 24, R Pinning 2-9, R Norman 1-17) Wragge & Co won by 5 wkts

Tues June 22 – Challinors 217/8 in 16 overs (A Lee 53, J Najran 44*, R Lowe 43*, A Thomson 23, B Makvana 3-14, M Lynch 1-5, M Young 1-11)  Shakespeare Putsman 136/9 in 16 overs (M Young 36 rtd, B Makvana 16, A Thomson 3-18,  J Magor 2-12 C Lloyd-Smith 1-12) Challinors won by 81 runs

Thurs June 24 – KPMG  206/ in 16 overs (C Eastham 35 rtd, I Khalid 35 rtd, S Griffiths 35 rtd, B Tarry 33) Gateley Wareing 115/6 in 16 overs (M Reuen 38 rtd*, H Haridas 2-4, I Khalid 1-5, B Tarry 1-8) KMPG won by 91 runs

Week 8

Co-favourites march on 

KPMG last week showed why they are the team most likely to prevent fellow accountants Ernst & Young retaining the Lord’s Taverners John Bright Trophy.

On June 16 at Britannic Park, Moseley, they were restricted to a modest 118/7  total  by a fine bowling display by Sanctuary Housing. 

But after reaching 73/3 in reply, the Worcester-based trophy newcomers dramatically collapsed to 82 all out with Greg Easter (4-10) and Ben Tarry (2-10) the damage merchants..

The previous day, the Phoenix Group won their third successive trophy victory when they beat Wragge & Co thanks to a crucial 33 by Jim Knight, who hit three successive sixes. It could easily have been different though for his first six came from a dropped boundary catch spilled over the line.

Full marks though to Wragge’s ever cheerful match organiser Stephen Rome for clean bowling an opponent, his first bowling victim since his schooldays apparently.

The third trophy match in Week 8 provided the trophy’s most exciting finish to date this summer when property advisers DTZ with a fine bowling performance came tantalizingly close to a rare win.

Their opponents GVA Grimley won the match when Pete Greenaway nonchalantly hit a mid-wicket four off the last ball to nail a one-run victory. Earlier his colleague Nick Cashmore had inspired an escape from the coffin with a skillfully struck undefeated 35.

DTZ surveyor Peter Loveday was at the match socializing with friends in the sunshine before departing to North America for his daunting  8,000 mile cycle ride from Anchorage, Alaska to Panama City to raise funds for the Marie Curie Cancer Care charity.

In the game’s closing crucial overs, he gamely decided to do a bit of fielding for DTZ and fortunately nothing was hit in his direction.

Week 8 results 

Tues June 15 - Wragge  Co 145/5 in 16 overs   (S Nore 35 rtd.  M Ali 30,  T Stanley 24, R Bartlett 1-12) Phoenix Group 150/6 in 14 overs (J Knight 33, Q Akbar 32, H Ahmad 21*,  I Crooks 2-23, S Rogers 1-16)  Phoenix won by 4 wkts

Wed June 16 - KPMG 118/7 in 16 overs (C Hughes 35, S Eastham 17, G Easter 17, R Moorcroft 2-6, N Lewitzkyi 2-20, S Eastwood 1-6)  Sanctuary Housing 82 in 15 overs (R Moorcroft 34, G Easter 4-10, B Tarry 2-10, O Jawed 1-8). KPMG won by 36 runs 

Thurs June 17 -  DTZ 109/9 in 16 overs (W Clarke 20, M Homer 18, D Hampton 2-8, N Cashmore 2-13. J Behan 1-12) GVA Grimley  110/8 in 16 overs  (N Cashmore 35 rtd, J Gibson 18, J Cartwright 15, T Reade 2-9, E Barrett 2-22, F Wildwood 2-16)) GVA Grimley won by 2 wkts

Week 7                                         

Monsoon stops play

Sadly the return of Britain’s monsoon weather washed out Week 7 of  the Lord’s Taverners John Bright Trophy corporate cricket tournament last week.

After Tuesday’s No5 Chambers v Sanctuary Housing contest was rained off, a mainly rainless day saw Wednesday’s Bigwood encounter with Mills & Reeve scheduled to take place at Britannic Park, Moseley.

But after a torrential downpour just before 5pm, the  Mill & Reeve side with the honourable exception of their captain Duncan Astill failed to realise the trophy’s eccentric organizer Ross Reyburn was a wet weather cricket specialist and assumed the fixture was abandoned.

Trophy rules meant the solicitors had forfeited the game for failing to turn up giving the chartered surveyors their third successive trophy win. And by 7pm, the Bigwood team plus Astill were playing a single wicket practice match after Reyburn had press-ganged players into drying the match pitch by trampling of some 15 bath towels.

After 30 minutes, the rains returned to end play. But not before Bigwood’s every cheerful managing director Rory Daly had demonstrated his flair for hitting legside sixes and getting trapped lbw and Astill had mauled the rival bowlers with an impressive display of destructive strokeplay.

Despite the monsoon abating, Britannic was still too wet for the key Thursday encounter between trophy favourites Ernst & Young and KPMG to take place.

Champagne Moment of the Week goes to Bigwood’s Mike Reeves for arriving an hour late for the Wednesday game after getting lost despite the fact he had played at Britannic Park for several years. 

The ground faces the roundabout at the top of Russell Road and Reeves apparently had gone to another Russell Road, presumably the one in Hall Green or was it the Russell Road in Bilston in the Black Country? Anyway well done Mike.

  . 

Week 7 results

Tues June   8 –  No5 Chambers v Sanctuary Housing. Postponed.

Wed June   9 –  Bigwood v Mills &  Reeve. Forfeit win for Mills & Reeve

Thus June 10 – KPMG v Ernst & Young. Postponed.

Week 6 

Inswing and slapstick

How does a cricket ball move feet? On June 2 in Birmingham’s Lord’s Taverners John  Bright Trophy corporate cricket tournament, DTZ opening bowler Chris Blackburn had solicitors Wragge & Co in deep trouble with a bewildering display of accurate inswing bowling.

Cutting the ball back sharply from outside off-stump on a sultry summer’s evening at Britannic Park, Moseley, Chris took 2-8. But unfortunately for the real estate advisers, trophy rules restricted him to two eight ball overs and Wragges recovered well not losing another wicket scoring 154/2 in their allotted 16 eight-ball overs.

Tom Stockley. Jay Lutwyche and Craig Taylor all reached the batting retirement mark of 35 for the Birmingham solicitors. Then DTZ were dismissed for just 70 with William Clarke (22) offering the main resistance in the only match in Week 6 of the tournament 

There was a fine trophy debut by Wragge’s trainee Tom Gray, who took two impressive catches at deep mid-wicket as well as taking 2-7. And Stockley completed a man of the match performance taking 3-9 following his unbeaten 38. 

But full marks to DTZ’s Chris Blackburn for adding to his bowling feat the game’s Champagne Moment : a spectacular slapstick run-out. Falling flat-out and losing his bat after slipping in mid- wicket, Chris tried in vain to crawl to safety but was well short of his ground. Suffering jet lag after a New Zealand holiday was his excuse for the mishap.

Week 6 result

Wed June 2 – Wragge & Co 154/2 in 16 overs (T Stockley 38 rtd, J Lutwyche 37 rtd, C Taylor 35 rtd, C Blackburn 2-8) DTZ 70 in 10..2 overs  (W Clarke 22, T Stockley 3-9, S Nore 3-11,  T Gray 2-7, M Ali 1-3) Wragge & Co won by 84 runs.

Week 5 

Playing cricket every 12 years 

Who says cricket is a complicated game? Remarkably Ben Manchester in his second ever game of cricket hit a well-struck 32 for the Phoenix Group against solicitors Cobbetts on May 26 in the Lord’s Taverners John Bright Trophy.

Interestingly Manchester claims to be a Scotsman although he was born in Huddersfield and has an English city surname. And he earned most of his runs with skillfully timed hockey-style legside blows.

A 24-year-old actuarial analyst at the life assurance group’s state-of-the-art Wythall offices, Manchester appears to play cricket every 12 years as he remembers scoring five in his first game of cricket when he was 12. 

Newcomers in Birmingham’s corporate cricket tournament,.Phoenix looked a very useful side with an accurate bowling attack during their 73-run victory that made it two wins in two games.

Week 5 of the tournament at Britannic Park, Moseley, also saw a comprehensive win for another trophy newcomer, solicitors Mills & Reeve, as well as the two tournament favourites  Ernst & Young and KMPG  in dominant  form with comfortable wins. 

A depleted No5 Chambers were never in the hunt against KPMG, whose Surinderpal Matharu, took 1-1 in his two eight-ball overs and then blasted an unbeaten 26 in the game’s final over as well as surviving a stumping chance. On the plus side barrister Neil Chawla, who has taken some years to discover his practice has a cricket side, looked a useful recruit for No5 Chambers with a classy cameo innings of 15.

Week 5 results 

Mon May 24 -  Mills & Reeve 197/2 in 16 overs (N Humphries 38 rtd, D Astill 37 rtd, Turner 36 rdt, M Whatley 31) DTZ 163 in 15.7 overs (J Tait 38 rtd, M Homer 28, A Townsend 26, D Astill 3-13, N Humphries 2-14). Mills &  Reeve won by 34 runs.

Tues May 25 – No5 Chambers  85 in 15 overs (N Chawla 15, A Wallace 15, O Jawed 3-4, S Matharu 1-1, S Griffiths 1-6) KMPG 89/0 in 7 overs (G Easter 35 rtd, C Weaver 26*, S Matharu 26*). KPMG won by 10 wkts.

Wed May 26 – Phoenix Group 162/7 in 16 overs (C Acaster 35 rtd, J Jeffrey 35 rtd, B Manchester 32, P Batchelor 2-18, A Meiklejohn  2-22,  P Hawkes 1-14) Cobbetts 89 in 15.4 overs (J Cantwell 22*,  J Jeffrey 3-7, N Watkins 3-16, Q Akhtar 1-2)  Phoenix won by 73 runs.

Thurs May 27 – E&Y 178/5 in 16 overs (M Khan 38 rtd, J Acaster 36 rtd , J Litherland 33, P Mohan 27, A Dark 2-12, N Forrest 2-15) Shakespeare Putsman 137/3 in 16 overs (M Young 31, B McLeod 22,  N Forrest 17*). E & Y won by 41 runs.

Week 4

The Lord’s Taverners John Bright Trophy in Birmingham came up with a first last week when American Larry Pociask tried his hand at England’s summer game.

Playing his first ever game of cricket on May 18 when he turned out for trophy holders Ernst & Young where he is working as a senior manager, Pociask did pretty well to score three runs. But then opponents Challinors decided to stump him when he went walkabout from his crease for no particular reason.

“With a couple more games under my belt, I am sure cricket would make more sense,” said 33-year-old Pociask, who calculated his side won the game as “they were up 10 runs.” 

How does he compare cricket with baseball? “There is a lot more strategy involved,” he said. “I had a great time – I was on the phone back home speaking it up afterwards.”

Now while Pociask may be a cricket novice, cricketers  would be advised to avoid playing him at golf – his handicap is  a daunting three. 

Ernest &Young opened their 2010 campaign in the corporate tournament sponsored by Williams de Broe with a convincing 12-run win with their new captain all-rounder Simon Bird leading by example. 

His unbeaten 36 provided an impressive display of powerful offside driving. Then he opened the attack with two awkward overs of pace bowling taking 1-9 to seriously disrupt the Challinors reply.

The solicitors did well to finish just 12 runs short of the title holder’s impressive 184/4 total. But earlier their bowlers made little impact with the exception of skipper Andy Thomson, who would have achieved a hat-trick if a boundary catch at deep mid-wicket had been held.

The following day, chartered surveyors Bigwood  made it two successive trophy wins in a close fought contest with GVA Grimley. The property advisers totalled a modest 121 but fought back well through the inswing bowling of Nick Cashmore (1-7) and John Behan (2-10) 

Crucial innings by Richard Norman 21 and Ian Reed (14*) saw Bigwood home as the skies brightened after being gloomy enough for cars to put their headlights on outside in the road outside the picturesque ground at Britannic Park, Moseley..

Week 4  Results
Tues May 18 - Ernst & Young 184/4 in 16 overs (J Acaster 37 rtd, S Bird 36 rtd, M Khan 29*, A Thomson 2-23) Challinors 172/6 in 16 overs (N Yates 35 rtd, T Green 21*, D Houghton 19, S Bird 1-9). E & Y won by 12 runs.

Wed May 19 – GVA Grimley 123 in 14.3 overs  (J Gibson 42, N Cashmore 21,  S Pearce 2-16, H Daly 2-17)) Bigwood 124/6 in 15 overs (R Norman 21, R Daly 17, I Reed 14*, J Behan 2-10, N Cashmore 1-7). Bigwood won by 4 wkts.
Week 3 

 
Can the first three balls decide a cricket match?

 
It looked that way in the Lord’s Taverners John Bright Trophy on Tuesday May 11 when Gateley Wareing opening bowler Adrian Webb in a sensational opening over took two wickets with his first three balls against the Mainstay Group..
 
With the first ball of the game, he clean bowled danger man Edd Corfield with a cutting the ball back to hit leg stump at Britannic Park, Moseley. Then two balls later he crucially trapped Mainstay captain Whaid Hussain lbw with another awkward inswinger..
 
The Worcester-based property management specialists did well to recover to reach a 119 for 6 total in their 16 overs thanks to director Bill Spray’s authoritative  41 not out and Dan Faizey’s hard-earned undefeated 27. 
 
The Birmingham solicitors seemed in little trouble after opener James White’s untroubled 35 retired. But Faizey then turned the game around with a superb legside catch and two wickets with his “Guess where this ball is going” medium pacers while Paul Hodgkin, reviving the art of lob bowling, took 2-12 at the other end.
 
But with these two wicket takers limited to two-eight ball overs each, Gateley Wareing engineered victory with five balls to spare ending an entertaining contest between these two newcomers in the corporate cricket tournament sponsored by Williams de Broe.
 
The previous day, No5 Chambers beat Shakespeare Putsman by seven runs in another close fought game with senior practice manager James Parks (36 rtd and 2-6) their key performer.
 
Chasing a 132/6 total, Michael Young and Ben McLeod also each scored undefeated 36s to ensure a close fought game. Earlier their teammate James Barr took the catch of the tournament to date running full pelt at deep mid-wicket to dismiss the ever dangerous Abdul Hafeez for 20.
 
The Lost Property haul left by Trophy players has been pretty uninspired compared to past summers. But Week 3 did produce the first two items – a Gray Nicholls cricket bat and a pair of  “Copperstone Formal” trousers left hanging on a changing room peg..
 
 
Week 3 results
Tues May 11 – No5 Chambers 132/6 in 16 overs (J Parks 36 rtd, A Hafeez 20, N Mistry 1-8, M Young 1-9) Shakespeare Putsman 125/8 in 16 overs (M Young 36*. B McLeod 36*, K Mahmood 3-15, J Parks 2-6, A Hafeez 2-10). No5 Chambers won by 7 runs.
Wed May 12 – Mainstay Group 119/6 in 16 overs (B Spray 41*, D Faizey 27*,  P Cliff 3-11, A  Webb 2-12, P Scott 1-8) Gateley Wareing 120/6 in 15.3 overs (J White 35 rtd, P Cliff 17, P Hodgkin 2-12, D Faizey 2-18). Gateley Wareing won by 4 wkts.
Week 2
Who said midweek evening cricket is a young man’s game? 

In fading light, 62-year-old Malcolm Gloster guided property advisers GVA Grimley to an exciting last over win against solicitors Wragge & Co in the John Bright Trophy on May 5.

All-rounder Gloster, a consultant with the accountants after retiring as the firm’s regional senior director in Birmingham two years ago, with a well-struck undefeated 29 guided his firm to an unlikely win in a frenetic partnership with Adam Chapman (20*).

In the final eight-ball over at Britannic Park, Moseley, eighteen  were needed to overtake Wragge’s 149/5 total  in Birmingham’s main corporate cricket competition. Gloster’s dramatic pulled six over the mid-wicket boundary in the gloom set the scene for the winning run scored off the penultimate ball.

It wasn’t a bad week for veteran cricketers. The previous day 55-year-old Nigel Smith with a salmon like leap took a spectacular overhead catch at mid-wicket during Bigwood’s comprehensive eight wicket win v Cobbetts. But full marks to the losing side’s Jamie Herbert for scoring 39 not out and then conceding a mere four runs in his two overs. 

On May 6, there was a close-fought battle between tournament newcomers Mills & Reeve  and the Phoenix Group with the latter completing a mathematical oddity of three 8 wkt wins in the week. Victory came with three balls to spare thanks to  fine innings by Chris Acaster (39 retired) and John Jeffrey (35 retired).

Finally well done to Warwickshire Ladies cricketer Rachel Hull for ending the tournament’s male dominance turning out for  GVA Grimley and producing a neat fielding display that wasn’t matched by all her male teammates.

Week 2 Results:
Tues  May 4 – Cobbetts  95 in 16 overs  (J Herbert 39*, I Reid 2-2, M Comley 2-15, P Gough 1-6) Bigwood  96/2 in 11.7 overs (P Gough 29*J Mattin 23, R Norman 17*). Bigwood won by 8 wkts
Wed May 5 –Wragge & Co 149/5 in 16 overs (M Ali 39*, R Tattersall 35 rtd, P Taylor 2-18, M Gloster 2-23) GVA Grimley 150/2 in 15.7 overs (P Taylor 36 rtd, A Ryall 30, A Chapman 20* ) Grimley won by 8 wkts 

Thurs May 6 - Mills & Reeve 133/5 in 16 overs (R Turner 34*, D Astill 28, M Cole 22*, C Bartley 21, A McKeon 2-11, C Acaster 1-10, M Hoyes 1-13) Phoenix Group 134/2 in 15.5 overs (C Acaster 39 rtd, J Jeffrey 35 rtd, M Whatley 1-13, A Mistry 1-15) Phoenix Group won by 8 wkts  
Week 1

Challinors, the Birmingham solicitors, opened the 2010 tournament on April 27 with an 18-run win against the Mainstay Group that included one of the biggest sixes in the trophy’s seven-year-history.

Left-hander Chris Lloyd-Smith became the first trophy batsman to clear the pavilion at Britannic Park, Moseley, with a huge hit over long-on that travelled some 120 yards ending up in a garden across the road outside the ground

Later came an equally remarkable hit when Worcester-based Mainstay raced to 36 in their opening two overs with opener Edd Corfield (30) hitting a 100-yards plus straight six off the back foot. 

St Philips Chambers barrister Simon Davis guesting for Challinors then crucially halted the onslaught with a first ball wicket and then courageously survived two attempts to maim him. First off he broke a finger blocking a full-blooded drive and later he was sent sprawling on the turf again saving a certain four this time with his right kneecap.

Inevitably the innings faltered chasing a formidable 186/0 total despite Whaid Hussain’s classy 46.

On Wednesday, another Worcester-side Sanctuary Housing beat fellow tournament newcomers Gateley Wareing by 31 runs with skipper Don Barclay leading from the front scoring 32 and taking 2-7 while Amarjit Bains with his wristy strokeplay struck an impressive 35 retired. 

And for their opponents, all-rounders Mike Reuben (four wickets for just five runs including a hat-trick) and James White, with an elegantly struck undefeated 37, caught the eye.

On Thursday, the April sunshine ended and rain postponed the scheduled DTZ v Wragge & Co match.

Week 1 Results:
Tues April 27 - Challinors 184/0 in 16 overs (A Lee 37 rtd, A Thomson 36 rtd, J Turner 36 rtd, C Lloyd-Smith 35 rtd) Mainstay Group 166 in 16 overs  (W Hussain 46, E Corfield 30, A Thomson 2-22, D Houghton 2-26). Challinors won by 18 runs.
Wed April 28 - Sanctuary Housing 152/7 in 16 overs (A Bains 35 rtd, D Barclay 32, M Reuben 4-5, J White 1-5) Gateley Wareing 121/7 in 16 overs (J White 37 rtd, M Reuben 36*, D Barclay 2-7, W Chambers 2-12, C Gardner 1-3). Sanctuary won by 31 runs.

Thurs April 29 - DTZ v Wragge & Co postponed.

